
 
 

Board Meeting  

Brandon University Students’ Union, Local 37 of the Canadian Federation of Students 

Thursday March 29th, 2018 at 5pm – CLC Boardroom, Knowles Douglas Centre 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER at 5:03pm. 

 
2. OPENINGS 

 
Those present at the meeting shall introduce themselves at this time. Regrets shall be noted. 
 
Present: Nick Brown, Laura Davidson, Whitney Hodgins, Emily Simon, Brooklyn Friesen, Sheree 
Blacksmith (5:08pm), Natashalee Thompspon, Steven Holden, Uzoma Duru (Incoming Arts Director), 
Corey Norton, Nataly Ore, George Nkuo (Incoming International Students Director), Mohmammed 
Agavi, Saint Osaretin (6:12pm). 
 
Regrets: Rebecca Storey, Maya Sturrup,  
 
Absent: Meg Stade, Jenna Wade 
 

a. Land acknowledgement 
 
3. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 
Motion (17-BUSU-114) Agavi/Davidson CARRIED 
 
Be it resolved that the agenda be adopted as amended. 
 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The Minutes of March 15th, 2018 are attached for approval. 
 

Motion to adjourn (17-BUSU-115) Agavi/Friesen CARRIED 
 
Be it resolved that the minutes of March 15, 2018 be approved as amended. 
 
5. PRESENTATIONS AND CORRESPONDANCE 

Any presentations or correspondence shall be given at this time.   
 

6. RECEIPT OF REPORTS 
 

a. Executive Members and Staff 
i. President: Attached 

ii. Vice President Internal: 
Work Study 

iii. Vice President External: 
March 12th- March 17th: Foundations meeting, Pancake breakfast LNAP, BOG 
Meeting 
March 18th- March 24th: KDC Meeting, SCAC Meeting  

iv. General Manager: Attached  
v. Office and Services Manager: Attached 

 
b. Canadian Federation of Students Local Representative Report: No Report 

Upcoming: CFS MB AGM April 7th, 2018 in Winnipeg.  
 

c. Director Reports 
i. Arts Director:  
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Attended the SCAC Meeting 
ii. Science Director: Regrets  
iii. Health Studies Director: Absent 
iv. Music Director:  

Various Meetings 
v. Education Director: Vacant 
vi. Part-Time/Mature Students Director: 

Set up activities for students with children in library on Monday. 
vii. Indigenous Director: 

Expressed concern from eight fellow students regarding student advisors pushing 
students to take 5 courses per term in their first year and not giving the students 
the option to take 3 or 4 courses.  

viii. Women’s Director: Vacant 
ix. Queer Students Director: Absent 
x. International Students Director: Late 
xi. Residence Director: Vacant 

xii. Graduate Studies Director:  
Graduate Symposium has been moved to Fall 2018 
Attended National Graduate Caucus in Halifax  

xiii. Accessibilities Director: Attached 
xiv. Racialized Director: Absent 

 
7. BUSINESS ARISING FROM REPORTS 

 
Motion (17-BUSU-116) Hodgins/Davidson CARRIED 
 
Be it resolved that the reports be adopted.  
 
8. Committees 

 
a. Finance & Services 

The Budget to date is attached for information. 
 
Ore mentioned that the Net Income would changes as expenses for the final months have 
not all be taken into account. Said it is higher than usual which is likely due to the smaller 
events this year and lack of a second term social. Said it has been discussed to add 
$10,000.00 to the stabilization reserve which was accessed during  the 2014-15 year 
wherein there was a deficit from the Rock the Block that Year. Also mentioned possible 
restructuring of executive positions to make them more accessible to students. Said there 
will be a clearer standing of the budget towards the end of May. Said the year-end is April 
30th. 

 
b. Policy & Bylaw 

a. Policy #2503 - Spending Authority 

See #1 as attached 
 

Motion (17-BUSU-117) Simon/Hodgins CARRIED 
 
Be it resolved that the changes to Policy #2503 as attached be adopted. 
 

b. Policy #2010 - Archives and the Preservation and Destruction of 

Records 
See #2 and #3 as attached 

 
Motion (17-BUSU-118) Friesen/Hodgins CARRIED 
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Be it resolved that the changes to Policy #2010 as attached be adopted. 
 

c. Bylaw 3300 - Executive Member Vacancies 
See #4 and #5 as attached 

 
Motion (17-BUSU-119) Davidson/Simon CARRIED 
 
Be it resolved that the changes to Bylaw 3300 as attached be adopted as amended 

 
Ore suggested an addition of allowing recently graduated students the option 
apply for the position.  
 
Hodgins and Blacksmith agreed 
 
The council agreed a new point c) would be added: The president position can be 
extended to former students who were registered in the previous academic year.  

 
c. Student Clubs, Activities, & Campaigns 

Granted some club funding in the last meeting to BUVCF, BUDC and BUHC. Made some 
headway on how new forms will look like for club funding. SCAC in total has granted 3225 
in club funding to a total of 11 clubs. We have 28 registered clubs. 

 
9. OLD BUSINESS  

 
10. NEW BUSINESS 

 
a. CFS MB AGM Motions 

The CFS MB AGM Motions are attached for a short discussion. 
 
Brown asked for discussion on Motion 2018/04:06. Said he felt that if this motion is 
passed, Brandon will be further isolated from the CFS.  
 
Blacksmith suggested that the motion be changed to 2 meetings in Winnipeg, two in 
Brandon, and two by teleconference. 
 
Agavi said he understood why the meetings were held more often in Winnipeg as there 
are more representatives and locals.   

 
b. AMICCUS-C Membership 

Please see documentation as attached. 
 
Motion (17-BUSU-120) Simon/Agavi CARRIED 
 
Be it resolved that the Brandon University Students Union become Members of the 
Association of Managers in Canadian College University and Student Centres. 
 

c. End of Year Get Together 
Simon proposed an event with both the incoming and current council members. Said she 
would send out a doodle poll to find a time that works for all members.  
 

d. International Student Health Care 
Brown said an official memo was sent to BU stating that as of September 1st, 2018 
International Students will not be covered for Manitoba Health Care.  
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Brown asked if the council was interested in organizing political events to fight this.  
 
Norton said the BU administration is planning to make the provincial equivalent 
mandatory. 
 
Thompson asked if the BU coverage will be separate from the BUSU coverage.  
 
Norton said they will likely be separate fees as BU has suggested that they will be 
coordinating the provincial equivalent plan themselves. Said that the provincial plan will 
cover different services than the BUSU Health and Dental Plan.  
 
Thompson asked for an estimate of the cost to students for the provincial comparable 
coverage.  
 
Brown said $400.00. 
 
Thompson felt that CFS MB waited too long to react to the initial conversation. Said she 
wanted to be proactive rather than reactive. Said it not only affects students but their 
families as well. Said at the provincial level we didn’t send a strong enough message.  
 
Brown said there was three days’ notice between the rumour and the press release being 
sent to the universities. Said he’s not sure what could have been done to prevent it.  
 
Ore said it is important to know what we can do for International Students and do our 
best to ensure their best interest is the most important factor.  
 
Norton said the feeling she got from the administration is that they would try to find the 
best most efficient and cost-effective plan for students.  
 
Brown said the university already offers a plan to the EAP students and used to offer 
coverage to BU students prior to 2012.  
 
Holden said he thought provincial equivalent coverage was vital for international students.  
 
Thompson asked what the coverage would be. 
 
Norton said the coverage offered by StudentVIP in Nova Scotia is comparable to the 
provincial coverage.  
 
Ore said it will be priority to educate students about the upcoming changes to coverage.  
 
Hodgins asked if there would be a blackout period for the provincial coverage. 
 
Norton said it will depend on the results of the university’s request for proposals. Said 

BUSU is currently working to eliminate the blackout period on the student extended 
health and dental coverage.  
 
Blacksmith asked if the I.M. Well app would be affected. 
 
Norton said the app is separate from the student health and dental plan which will still be 
separate from the provincial coverage.  

 
Agavi said the universities in MB were all planning to work together to find the best option 
for students.  
 



BOARD MEETING – 5  
Brandon University Students Union 

Thursday March 29th, 2018—CLC Boardroom 

 

Brown said he was very disappointed in the provincial government’s decisions regarding 
education and healthcare.  
 
Thompson asked if Canada was signatory to the International Convention on Economic 
and Social and Cultural Rights. Said there is a particular article under the convention that 
speaks to health care and treating persons at a required standard.  
 
Brown said he wasn’t sure. Asked if there were any particular actions the council would 
like to take? 
 
Davidson suggested a video with personal stories from students.  
 
Friesen asked if there will be an aid for students who could not afford the coverage. 
 
Brown said because international students are required to submit a bank statement to 
prove they can afford the costs before being granted a visa it may be difficult to provide 
alternative funding options. Said he knew the university was flexible in terms of creating 
payment plans for students.  
 
Thompson said the additional cost for coverage would not have been taken into account 
for those international students who are already here in Canada.  
 
Agavi was in favour of the video idea especially with the time crunch. 
 
Blacksmith agreed. 
 
Hodgins suggested that the international students on the BUSU council board write letters 
to the MB MLAs.  
 
Norton reminded council of the action items suggested by Dele at the previous meeting: 
writing letters to MLAs, Minister of Education, and Minister of Finance. Said engaging with 
the Canadian Federation of Students social media is also a viable option.  

 
11. BUSINESS ARISING 

Brown said the Gender-Neutral Washroom project will be starting in early April. 
 
Agavi said there will be a free burrito bar at 11:30am on Tuesday April 3rd in the Mingling Area and 
encouraged council members to share the social media posts.  
 
Norton said there will be supper provided at the upcoming meeting as a thank you.  
 
Ore asked for council members to submit all of their hours by May 10th, 2018. 

 
12. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Next meeting will be April 12th at 5pm.  
 

13. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion to adjourn (17-BUSU-121) Hodgins/Blacksmith  
 
Be it resolved that the meeting be adjourned at 6:25pm. 
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Minutes approved at meeting date: May 1st, 2018 
 
Moved by:_____________________ (Agavi) 
 
Seconded by:___________________ (Thompson) 
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