
Dear Students, 

I am re-running for Accessibilities Director for a third time. This past year has been 

one for the record books for accessibility on our campus and abroad. I have had the 

pleasure of representing student voices in a variety of capacities, from the national 

level all the way down the campus level.  

On a national level I have consulted with other accessibility advocates and leaders 

to talk about a national accessibility legislation. I have also had the opportunity to 

travel out of province and present nationally about accessibility, particularly the 

invisible and mental health needs associated with the lack of support for invisible 

needs. I also represented our union and campus in June at the Canadian Federation 

of Students semi-annual National General Meeting.  

On a provincial level I, with a colleague, carried the banner with our voices saying 

scrap Bill 31 to Manitoba Legislature. I also spoke against the tuition increases that 

passed recently at Standing Committee in October discussing the impact it would 

have for students with accessibility needs as we are a valuable asset to the 

workforce when we do graduate.  

I have also spoken provincially striving for better customer service standards and 

what that would look like for people with accessibility needs in a library setting for 

the Manitoba Library Association in November. Locally I was a keynote speaker for 

Brandon without Barriers in December talking about the Accessibility of Manitobans 

Act and what that looks like for not just students but also for the general public. 

This presentation was to commemorate Human Rights Day. When not speaking 

provincially or nationally, you can find me on campus in our classrooms sometimes 

teaching our future nurses about the Autism Spectrum and some of the socio-

economic barriers we face.  

Aside from all the opportunities that have been given to me to represent on a larger 

scale then I could ever have imagined. You can still find me on campus attending 

BUSU events, attending many board meetings to ensure student voices are 

represented, helping students with finding resources on campus, even sitting and 

having a conversation with you when you just need someone to listen in times of 

need.  

I am hoping that you vote for me in the upcoming election again, because not only 

have I enjoyed my time serving our campus and wish to serve the student body 

once more; but also because accessibility matters on our campus and we need to 

bring our voices to as many tables as we can to ensure that accessibility needs are 

being addressed.  

Sincerely,  

 

 

Whitney Hodgins 


